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NOTES FROM THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
We trust everyone has been following
what is happening to our environment,
locally, provincially, nationally and globally.
More individuals and groups are speaking
out about provincial and federal policies
that need to be stopped. One example is
provincial MZOs (Ministerial Zoning
Orders). The government can bypass local,
municipal zoning bylaws and allow for land
use that disregards what is healthy for the
environment. Fortunately, as long as the
municipality opposes these orders the
provincial government says it will not go
forward. Hopefully increased citizen

awareness with extra time spent online
will translate into more positive action for
the earth. We need to speak with a strong,
collective voice.
Lyme disease and other tick-borne
diseases continue to be a concern.
Prevention is the key. Protecting our
environment so that it is not all sliced and
diced into tiny pockets of nature without
much diversity is also extremely important
and something in our area that we can
continue to work on protecting. Instead of an
Environment Committee ‘presentation’ on
Zoom it seemed more meaningful to

suggest a few excellent websites with up-todate information. These sites offer basic
information as well as current research.
The Canadian Lyme Disease Foundation
website www.canlyme.com is a good place
to start. Scroll down for the newest research
and podcasts. The Connecticut State
Department of Health at www.portal.ct.gov
is a reliable source as well as one of the
earliest places to identify Lyme disease.
Finally, the Bay Area Lyme Foundation at
www.bayarealyme.org has an excellent,
user friendly website.

the Board to be able to benefit more fully
from her breadth and depth of experience
and talent. Felicite will continue in her
communications role with us. We all extend
a warm welcome to her!
At the same meeting, the Board benefitted
from a presentation by Mulmur Councilor
Shirley Boxem on what she called “A
Climate Knowledge Journey”. Shirley has

been involved in climate action since
moving to Mulmur and taking up the Food
and Water First mantel with NDACT. Please
visit our website www.monomulmur.com to
read Shirley’s presentation notes and
suggestions for Next Steps in the climate
action challenge.

BOARD UPDATES
At the March 5th, 2021 meeting, the MC2
Board of Directors voted unanimously to
nominate Felicite Morgan to our Board.
Her appointment will be ratified by the
members in attendance at the 2021 Fall
AGM. Felicite has been our webmaster and
newsletter publisher for many years and is
intimately familiar with our MC2 mission
and history. We are thrilled to have her join

TOWN OF MONO COUNCIL
The Town now seems to have a council
determined to stay on top of each issue as
they arise. Below, in no specific order are
the current hot-button topics.

from Mono Centre Road to the 25th
Sideroad.
• Fred Simpson has been appointed as the
new Town of Mono Council Clerk.

• Mono Council sent a letter to Parks
Ontario to inform them that a new
parking lot planned for the 2nd Line
IS NOT an option they would like to see.
Consequently, Parks Ontario agreed to
look at other options. Mono Council has
also passed a bylaw to prohibit parking
in designated sections on the 3rd Line

• The new Fill bylaw was nearly ready to be
declared until new information from the
Provincial Policy Papers (PPP) issued
recently made for a possible review for
compliance. The good news is that it is a
priority for our Council and we are
confident they will make the right
decision.

• Nearly all internet service providers
(ISPs) currently servicing Mono have
requested the support of Council for
their application for funding under the
federal/provincial plan to bring high
speed internet service to all homes in
Mono. This is very good news and a
much welcome development.
• The electoral reform task force presented
their report to Council. Council received
and discussed the content but deferred
decisions to the next meeting for
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TOWN OF MONO COUNCIL
technical
reasons.
The
report
recommends a ward system of voting in
Mono instead of our current “at large”
councilors. Read the report and make
known any concerns to our elected
officials.
• Some issues have popped up on a
property of interest on the 4th Line.
According to the bylaw enforcement
officer’s report, the owner is not
maintaining his property to a level of
community standard. He is in violation
of the community standards bylaw and

(continued)

council has retired to “in camera” to deal
with this issue.
• We have learned that the Provincial
government is planning to close the
Gravenhurst fire-fighter training center.
According to new plans, this is to be
replaced by 20 new regional training
centers closely placed near the need
for them. In brief, the issue here is that
all major cities have professional fire
fighters. They also have training
facilities or access to such and an
approved training curriculum. Smaller

municipalities have relied on the
Gravenhurst College for training of
their mostly volunteer firefighters.
The college charged a nominal fee for
this provincial service ($65 registration
fee which included lunch). Should these
new regional training centers become a
reality without provincial compensation
the cost of training would skyrocket for
most small municipalities. We will keep
this concern on the front burner and
inform you of new developments.

MULMUR TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
• The Mansfield Ski Club meeting on
February 3 was attended by
approximately 70 people. Finley
McEwan, president of the club, gave an
overview of the development project and
a brief history of the club and the
surrounding area. Following Finley, the
Township solicitor, engineer, and
planner all answered questions that had
been submitted earlier as well as from
those in attendance. The two-hour
meeting appeared to be well received.
The proposal is still being reviewed and
a copy of the application and reports are
available on Mulmur’s website.
• Council decided to step back from our
own LIC (Local Improvement Charge)
study and program to support Dufferin
County in its County-wide feasibility
study.
• The Final Recreation Master Plan was
approved in principle, subject to
budget review. You can read all
68 pages of it in the March 3
Council
Agenda
package.
The
recommendations are far reaching,
from Mansfield ball diamond lighting

to a new multi-use recreation facility,
application not meeting the bylaw
and many other ideas in between.
specifics will be deferred.
According to the presenters, the need
• Council directed staff to prepare a bylaw
for a Mulmur recreation manager is key
to reduce the speed from 60km/h to
to this plan. One of the options for the
50km/h in the Big Tree Circle residential
North Dufferin Community Centre
area and extend the 50km/h limit out to
comes in at a capital-only cost of
Airport Road along Sideroad 17. The
$19,188,000. The NDCC is jointly
request to do this came from the Road
operated by Mulmur and Melancthon
Safety Committee after they heard
through a Board of Management so
concerns of speeding from a local
decisions regarding its future will be
resident and an assessment of
made by both township Councils. To
conditions from the Director of Public
assist with this, a sub-committee has
Works. The Committee encourages
been set up with two members from
people to contact them about road
each municipality. The facility needs
safety issues.
work and must be fully accessible by
2025 or will have to close.
Mulmur Council meetings offer us an
opportunity to not only know what is
• Second Dwelling Units have become
happening in our community but to hear and
very popular for people in Mulmur and
see how the Councillors approach the
this has led to residents requesting
issues and make their decisions. You can
approval to build on lots smaller than
not get this from reading the meeting
allowed under the bylaw. Concerns
minutes. We encourage you to take the time
about rural character and density,
to watch one.
among other issues, led Council to
request staff to set up a public meeting in Spring is coming, the days are getting
September to get feed back from longer, the snow is melting, and my friend
residents. Notice of the meeting will be saw a robin. Time to breathe deeply, enjoy
included in the July tax mailing. Any our sunny days and remind ourselves that a

Stay safe, stay healthy, stay connected – at a distance.
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