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President's Message
Dear Members,
I am honoured to have been elected for
a second year as President of the Board
of Directors for MC2 for the upcoming
term. We have a great new Board of
new and continuing Directors who are
dedicated to bringing their wisdom,
knowledge and volunteer time to focus
on issues important to our community.
I am truly grateful and excited to work
together with them over the next year.

At the Annual General Meeting on
September 24th, we conducted the usual
business with reports from our
Treasurer, our Committee Chairs and
invited guests. Allistair Crawley
updated us on the activities of C.O.R.E
(Conserve Our Rural Environment)
and the Arbour Farms application
status. Richard Baird of Protect Mono
walked us through the current stage of
the Greenwood Application.

MC2 continues to receive great respect
and credibility within our Mono
Mulmur Municipalities and beyond.
We have positioned our organization
well to participate in the conversations
and, in some cases, legal hearings,
where we feel there could be potential
for expanded inappropriate use of land
impacting our environment and valued
way of life. Notes “From Don’s Desk
…” on the next page of this newsletter
highlight these for you so you have the
up to date report.

Following all the talking we enjoyed
some lovely cheeses, wines and chatter.
The AGM minutes are now posted on
our website if you were unable to join
us.
In our work to preserve our rural
environment and support effective
local government, MC2 strives to
provide our members and the
community at large with information
about what is happening in Mono and
Mulmur and within the County; strives

to activate member action for support
on issues being tackled by other local
like-minded community groups; and
strives to be involved in addressing
concerns that impact our ratepayers
and municipalities.
I look forward to us continuing with the
great work that has been characteristic
of MC2 since 1988. Next year marks
the 30th anniversary and you can be sure
we will be celebrating this significant
milestone. Stay tuned for a call in the
New Year for volunteers for a
celebration committee.
We are thankful for a great
membership of people who care about
the place they call home and for the
input and feedback contributed on a
regular basis. As always, we are
interested in hearing from you.

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment
before starting to improve the world.”
Mono Mulmur Citizens' Coalition
P.O. Box 686 STN MAIN
Shelburne, Ontario L9V 3M1

Regards,
Elaine

- Anne Frank
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From Don's Desk....
As 2017 draws to a close there is a wide
range of issues facing Mono and
Mulmur Councils and citizens.
Overall, as we move towards the
end of the term of the current
Councils, with elections in late
2018, and while there have been
successes for our Councils, there
remain some significant items left
to be resolved before their terms
end. MC2 has worked with
Councils on many priorities, and
generally we have been happy with
the progress made. Our concern
now is that the Councils remain
focused, with no lame duck
avoidance of what needs to be done.
BUDGETS: Both Mono and
Mulmur are working through their
budgets for next year. There are several
formal opportunities with both
Councils for citizens to bring up their
ideas and concerns. Meeting dates and
other information is always posted on
the Councils’ respective websites and
Council members can be approached
informally. Over the years there has
been little citizen interest in the
budgeting process, reflecting both
general apathy and the feeling that,
overall, Councils do a good job of
managing our tax monies. MC2 is
considering looking for members to
volunteer to act as budget and spending
monitors. This reflects our view that
there should be closer scrutiny of
spending, and while we may be
somewhat late for this budget cycle,
this is an ongoing need that we hope to
address. The current situation of
Councils operating in virtual vacuums
on spending, is not healthy.
ROAD SPEEDING/NOISE: Our
beautiful landscapes and wide range of
well maintained roads attract many to
our community. There is generally no
issue with drivers who obey our
speeding and noise laws. But many
don’t, creating both safety and noise

issues. Mulmur has begun a process of
working with the local OPP
detachment to identify solutions.
Clearly, none of the ideas work
effectively without regular police

the changes needed do not require a
major rewrite of the by law. Some
focused fine tuning will ensure that the
by law provides significantly improved
protection, essential in protecting
water resources and
citizen focused land
use.

TOWNHALL
MEETINGS: Both
Mono and Mulmur
continue to hold twice
a year Town Hall
meetings.
These
meetings,
which
MC2
If a cluttered desk is a sign of a cluttered mind,
has long encouraged,
then what are we to think of an empty desk?
cover a wide range of
Albert Einstein
important topics and
always end with an
presence. Our website has a full report opportunity for citizens to ask
on a recent meeting on road noise in questions and raise issues with Council
which various solutions were proposed. members and Staff. Dates and
MC2 will be following up and Agendas for these meetings are well
participating in the discussions on this publicized on the Mono and Mulmur
serious issue in both Mulmur and websites.
Mono.
AGGREGATE APPLICATIONS:
NOISE BY LAW: We are also Our communities are continually faced
working with the Mulmur Council to with applications to open large
have the Township noise by law aggregate mining operations. The
upgraded. Much of what is already Provincial
Government
has
there is useful, and some fairly minor encouraged aggregate mining with a
modifications
will
make
for fairly lax regulatory approach, which
significantly
improved
citizen has tended to downplay (some would
protection. Any citizen who shares our say ignore) threats to water resources,
concerns on the noise issue should call to road safety, to noise and air
a Council member.
pollution, and often to other significant
environmental impacts. Currently,
LAND FILL: Both Mono and there are three major aggregate mining
Mulmur have by laws regulating fill threats to our communities. The
dumping. This is an ever more following is a brief update:
important issue as the Province allows Arbour Farms: This long term
almost totally unregulated dumping in application for a mine on Airport Road
aggregate mines which have been has again been delayed. The local
played out and which need to be groups leading opposition (CORE and
“rehabilitated”. Experience has clearly a local Airport Road citizens group),
indicated that the risk of contaminated along with the Township of Mulmur,
fill being used in these sites is very high. agreed to settle their complaints when
MC2 Board member Ed Kroeker has the proponent agreed to route most
been working with the Mono Planning truck traffic away from Airport Road
and
Environment
Advisory and out of the area, using Simcoe
Committee (PEAC), and with the County roads. Not surprisingly,
Mono Planner David Trotman, to Simcoe has protested and this has
develop an improved fill by law. Again, delayed the approval process.
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don's desk
continues.....
Greenwood Application:
This
proposal to open a 400-acre mining site
around 30 Side Road in Mono, has
been opposed by PROTECT
MONO. The application, from the
Greenwood Company, was recently
deemed complete by the Town of
Mono. Mono is now in the process of
deciding how to proceed with the
application. Many problems exist with
this application to place a mine in the
middle of an area that is surrounded by
residential and farm properties.
Additionally, it is not clear if there is a
safe place for large gravel trucks to
enter onto HW 89. For more
information
on
this
go
to
www.protectmono.com
Nelson Pit: Finally, there is another
large below water table mine proposed
in Adjala-Tosorontio Township, just

So....

across Mulmur’s eastern border line.
This proposal is currently being
adjudicated by the Ontario Municipal
Board. A two-week hearing was held
in mid-November with a full range of
issues being identified. A very active
citizens group, Concerned Citizens in
Adjala Tosorontio (CCAT) has been
fighting this issue for several years.
MC2 has been publishing notices about
the meetings and fundraising efforts of
CCAT. You can follow their efforts on
their website: www.ccat-inc.com

As we finish 2017, this brief summary
gives an introduction to major
happenings in our community. MC2
has been active across a wide range of
items and will continue into the new
year to ensure that citizens have a voice
in many of the challenges we face as a
community.
We appreciate the
support of our members in allowing us
to focus on this important work.

We will continue to follow these
applications and to support each of our
partner organizations by publishing
their information bulletins. On the
aggregate front, as we mentioned in
our last newsletter, the Province
blocked the proposal to re-license the
Craig Pit that overlooks Island Lake.
With all of the challenges on the
aggregate side, it is good to remember
any victory for the community.

At Mono’s Townhall
what's been Meeting on October 28,
2017, Lyle Wood from
going on
the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority
lately?
(NVCA) discussed the
implications of climate
change on our local water, fish, insects,
trees and other organisms. In a most
enlightening slide presentation. Mr.
Wood demonstrated the slow but
steady increase in temperature, an
For reasons beyond our control, increased variability in temperatures
MC2’s Environment Committee was and, as we have all noticed, more
forced to postpone the community extremes with more flooding and more
presentation planned for this past drought. It is expected that our winters
November. Entitled Clean Water: will be shorter with more precipitation
A Public Right this event was to and that we will experience fewer frost
feature Maude Barlow, one of days but more freeze-thaw cycles. By
Canada’s leading environmental 2020 the surface water is expected to be
activists. We are anticipating being 1.3 to 1.5 degrees warmer and by 2080,
able to re-schedule this presentation 2.7 to 4.7 degrees warmer. This will
near the end of March or beginning of have the greatest effect on species that
April 2018. We hope to follow up in live within a narrow range, for example,
the Fall of 2018 on a theme of water and cold water fish. More details about this
agriculture. We’ll keep you posted!
presentation and the slides used are

available on the Town of Mono website
through the Citizen Engagement
Portal.
The MC2 Land Use Committee
(LUC) has been working to prioritize
its agenda, working to focus on the land
use issues which are having the most
significant impact on our community.
The key focus areas are:
Working with the Mulmur Council
and Nicole Randall, OPP Staff
Sergeant, to find workable solutions
to speeding in our area. It is hoped
that this will also go a long way to
mitigating the problem of noise
from motorcycles and speeding
automobiles.
Reviewing the use of human
biosolids on our farms and what the
government is doing to ensure that
harmful/toxic particles, such as
metals and pharmaceuticals, do not
show up in our food.

what's been going on? (Continued from page 3)
Continuing to focus on gravel pits
and soil depletion.
Looking at the impact the NEC
and the Provincial Policy Statement
have on land use in Mono and
Mulmur.

And, reviewing how the increased
population in Shelburne, and the
accompanying increase in traffic, is
having a negative impact on our
roads.

This is an aggressive agenda, being
pursued by an active Committee, a
group always pleased to welcome new
members!

We wish you all a very joyful, peaceful and safe Christmas and holiday season.
All the very best in 2018 from our homes to all of yours ...
Arnold, Bob, Cheryl, Don, Ed, Elaine, Knut, Rita, and Susan
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