T he L ook O ut

february 2016

winter musings & Membership
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's
the only thing that ever has."
We’ve all heard this oft-quoted
statement made by famed anthropologist
Margaret Mead (1901-1978). It’s been
the unwritten motto of MC2 for many
years.

Don’s Desk on page 2, our hard-working
President says that, “The pressure on our
community …….. continues. There is
plenty to keep us busy and new issues
continually arise.” Isn’t that the truth!

As we enter our 28th year of being your
voice in the community, it’s more
important than ever that we, as an
organization, remember this and realize
how true it can be that committed
citizens can indeed make a difference.
We have any number of precedents right
here at home. In our regular feature

We need your continued support now,
maybe more than ever. Our annual
membership package is enclosed membership renewal form (important for
each of you to complete so that we can
keep our records up-to-date with email
address changes, etc.) and our selfaddressed return envelope for your

convenience. If you prefer, you can easily
renew your membership through the
paypal feature on our website as well.
MC2 continues to grow. We were pleased
to welcome more than 20 new
households to our membership rolls last
year.
We hope you all will stay with us and be
a part of the work we do for another year.
Be sure to renew your membership for
2016!

Mono Mulmur Citizens' Coalition
P.O. Box 686 STN MAIN
Shelburne, Ontario L9V 3M1
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From Don's Desk....
As we move into 2016, I thought it would
be useful for our members to have an
update on the current activities of your
Board, and the community issues we
are looking at for the upcoming year.
Overall, there is not much new in the
world of Mono-Mulmur. The
pressure on our community from the
ongoing expansion of the urban area
to our south, along with the
difficulties we have in arousing
Provincial Government interest or
concern regarding our (semi) rural
issues, continue. And as we view the
future, our Board and our members
focus both on the specific problems of
Mono and Mulmur, and on the large
issues of living in the evermore
threatened environment that results
from local and worldwide developments.
One of our major challenges is to manage
our activities in a way that allows us to
play an effective role, without being overstretched. There are always more
important issues to face than we can
reasonably address. It is important that
MC2 be impactful in what we do. We
resist the tendency to cover too much
territory. Given the limits on our
resources we have focused on a few key
projects.
COMMITTEES
Much of the work of MC2 is done by our
committees, which are driven by
volunteers.
One of our major successes in the past
three years has been the evolution of our
Environment Committee. This very
active group, under the leadership of
Arnold de Graaff, has embarked on a
program of two major presentations each
year. Last autumn, they did a wellattended session on GMOs, which was
very helpful in its coverage of a major
problem facing our food supply. This
event is indicative of a long-established
key role for MC2, that of presenting
important informative presentations to
the community at large. The

Environment Committee has led the
way. We widely advertise our programs,
charge no admission, and attract many
non-members. Elsewhere in the
Newsletter you will find information on

CSBPB (road safety) that already are
doing extensive work on specific land use
and related problems.

Robin is working to help the Board
decide how to deal with this complex
series of land use
challenges and to
decide what should be
our focus. The result of
his work and the
Board's
discussion
should be the reestablishment of our
Land Use Committee.
Any members who are
interested
in this
If a cluttered desk is a sign of a cluttered mind,
fascinating
and
broad
then what are we to think of an empty desk?
challenge, and who
Albert Einstein would like to work with
this committee, should
the Committee's next event on April 30, let us know by contacting a Board
2016. The work of the Environment member of notifying us through our
Committee is made possible by the email address info@monomulmur.com.
support of our members and is a good
example of our ability to serve and Another important issue, identified by
many of our members, is road noise,
influence the community.
particularly in summer. We have been
In 2015 we did a great deal of work working on this issue with our elected
addressing the issue of the dumping of Councils. They recognize the problem
potentially contaminated waste soil on but have as yet found no effective way to
land in our community. We have address the noise of motorcycles, large
reported
extensively
about
our trucks, and speeding cars, which is
participation in a hearing regarding the primarily found on a few major routes
proposal for opening a large soil around our community. We are
dumpsite in Mono. We are awaiting the considering having a public meeting to
findings of the tribunal hearing this case, look at the problem and to address
which should be published in the near potential solutions. Such a meeting will
future. We will report on the results when be helpful only if we can find a group of
they arrive, at which time we can decide speakers who can address what can be
done and how to put together an effective
on next steps.
overall program to reduce noise
The fill dumping issue has triggered pollution. We will keep members
renewed concern, amongst our members, informed if we decide to go ahead with
and with our Board, on the whole range this potential public meeting.
of issues related to land use. Robin
Clayton, a member and past Board These are our major public information
participant, is helping us by reviewing the and action priorities. We will, in
land use situation in our community. As addition, stay close to Council agendas
you can imagine, this topic is expansive, and issues. For example, we have been
ranging from the effort to influence monitoring and providing input to
government policy to addressing our Mulmur's sub-committee on Economic
many land use challenges. At the same Development which is looking at ways to
time we must continue to address how increase business activity, and improve
best to support community groups such the tax base, while maintaining a priority
as CORE and Protect Mono (aggregate on protecting the rural environment.
mining proposals), NDACT (food
production and water issues) and the There is plenty to keep us busy, and new
... Continued on Pg. 3

Page 3

don's desk
continues.....
issues continually arise. To manage all of
this we need to ensure that our Board and
our broader organization are well suited
to working effectively. To do this work,
and to manage the day to day work of
MC2, the Board meets monthly and
members are welcome to attend.
A couple of other Board activities should
be highlighted. We have a Succession
Committee working on preparing a list
of candidates for the Board election at
our next AGM in September. Their
main focus is to identify a candidate to
replace me as next President, and they are
making good progress. (I mentioned at
our last AGM that I am planning to step
down as President. I plan, if elected, to
continue on the Board.) As the
committee looked at succession they

reviewed the organization's structure
and the election rules found in our By
Laws. What we have found is that while
most of the By Law document is fine,
some revisions are needed. A small
Board group is dealing with a By Law
revision, which will not be extensive,
covering the needed changes. These
changes will be presented for approval at
our next AGM.
As the year progresses we will keep
members fully updated on any evolving
situation. Using our website and member
email updates, we have the mechanisms
to stay in touch. With the help of our
website manager, Felicite Morgan, we
are learning how to make better use of the
site. Felicite and Paul Bates are working
to transfer the email and data base
systems from Paul, who has managed
these resources for many years, to
Felicite. As we have mentioned, Paul,
one of our valued long-term volunteers,

is planning to leave our area at some
point, and is handing these systems over
to Felicite. We very much appreciate the
work of both these volunteers. They
provide good tools to keep our members,
and the community at large, well
informed.
The MC2 Newsletter, edited by Cathy
Noonan, is one of our best tools to keep
our members informed. In this edition
you will find the information on how to
renew your membership. As mentioned
above, the support of our members
allows us to continue our work, focusing
on important issues and providing
information to members and to the
community at large. We appreciate and
depend on your support.
Don MacFarlane

So....
what's been
going on
lately?

As a result of our involvement with the
NFPPB hearing last fall, MC2 is now a
member of the Ontario Soil
Regulation Task Force, “a coalition of
citizens’ groups and other interested
parties seeking solutions to the
problems of excess construction soil”.
Google them for more information.
No decision on the NFPPB hearing
will likely be available till the spring.
On January 17th, MC2 had a display
table at Winterfest at Mono Centre.
Rita, Bob and Cathy had a great
afternoon talking to residents and

other community groups about MC2
and distributing the last of our old
promotional items (old now that we
have a new logo!) and our current
brochures, newsletters and other
information.
Mulmur Council has set up a SubCommittee
on
Economic
Development. The group is
studying ways to encourage the
growth of businesses and the
expansion of the tax base, while
maintaining the highly valued
protection of the rural environment.
MC2 has been participating in the
group's public consultation process.
More information can be found on
the Township of Mulmur website.

Mulmur Council is continuing with
its twice yearly Town Hall meetings.
The next session will be held on April
9th, 2016. The agenda and other
details will be announced on the
Township of Mulmur website well
ahead of the event. We will also notify
members.
MC2 has been an
enthusiastic supporter of, and
sometime presenter at, these meetings
and is encouraging the Council to
continue these helpful events.
The Research Advisory Committee
of Mono Council (MRAC) has been
assigned the task of responding to the
MC2 suggestion, made in a
presentation to Council in May last
year, that Council Transparency/
Citizen Engagement could be
improved. We await the report on this
issue.

The Last word is ours....
I often enter into conversations with our
friends and neighbours in which we
discuss what makes our Mono-Mulmur
community so special. Why do so many
of us love living here? Usually the answer
revolves around two themes: first, the
comfort we feel with the fine group of
people we encounter here; and second,
the quality of our beautiful rural
environment.
One aspect of life in our community
which is sometimes not as well
recognized, and which makes much of
what we have work well, is the
participation of a large number of
volunteers. MC2 works with and reports
on many hard working and effective
volunteer groups. We have great respect
for the time, energy and creativity that
goes into this work. Without this wide
range of participation this community
would not be nearly as enjoyable or
successful.
One organization that is crucial to our
way of life is the Bruce Trail
Conservancy. Many of us use this
wonderful asset on a regular basis, and for
many of our neighbours the Bruce Trail
was what first attracted them to our area.
The Trail is a critical element of the
tourist industry, attracting people who

(Feel free to write us and make it yours next issue!)

then use our B&Bs, restaurants, and
other commercial resources. It is our
most valuable recreational asset for
visitors and local citizens alike.
I sometimes wonder if we take the Trail
a little for granted. I certainly do, and I
shouldn't. Recently I have been looking
in more detail at this complex and
valuable institution. I have come to
recognize more about what goes into this
resource. It doesn't happen on its own.
Volunteers do a fine job of maintaining
the Trail. Land owners agree to have the
Trail pass through their properties.
Many people hold memberships and
make donations for land acquisition.

they know we appreciate what they do.
And as the threats of urbanization and
development become ever more real for
our community, we should be ready to
support the continuation and growth of
this natural wonder ... Don

join us
at our next
event!

All of this goes on in a very low key way.
And the section of the Trail that runs
through Dufferin County is one of the
best, in terms of the variety of lands that
it passes through and the quality of its
maintenance. We don't hear much
about the Trail, but we know and
appreciate what it contributes.
With all of this said, the Bruce Trail can
easily become a target. As citizens, and
major benefactors of this natural
treasure, we should recognize all the
work by our neighbours that goes into
making the Trail work. Like all of our
other volunteers, we should be sure that

Your comments on this issue or any other are welcomed.
Email us at: info@monomulmur.com .
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